Giacomini, Briquet, and others, refer it exclusively to cramp of the external abdominal muscles, chiefly because similar acute pain is produced by moderate pressure affecting only the skin and subjacent muscles, or muscles beneath which there is no intestine; and because the pain often extends to the muscles of the back and limbs.* The treatment was formerly comprised in the administration of purgatives and antispasmodics. It is now principally directed to the elimination of the poison from the system. As the lead exists in the tissues in the form of carbonate?sulphur, the sulphurous mineral waters, alum, and dilute sulphuric acid have severally been given to decompose it into a sulphuret. Calomel and the iodide of potassium are also believed to possess eliminating powers, the latter being supposed to convert the lead into a more soluble compound. Opium has been given internally, and chloroform applied externally, to relieve the colic. Briquet has recently employed cutaneous faradization, followed by some of the above eliminating remedies, with good results. Galvanism and strychnine have been much prescribed for the removal of the muscular paralysis.
Chronic poisoning by the contamination of water with lead is a subject worthy of more than a passing allusion, connected as it teas with our own water supply. Your time has, however, been already too much trespassed upon to admit of this.
